Dedicated to Promoting the Equestrian Sport of Dressage in USDF Region 8

=Central Vermont
Dressage Association

Come Grow with Us! www.cvda.org

CVDA, Inc. is a USDF Group Member Organization

The Half Halt

December 2011 Newsletter
All CVDA members are USDF Group Members

PRESI DENT6S MESSAGE

Dear CVDA Members,

This time of year, we often reflect on the best moments of the past season and hope to
replicate our successes. Often there are ways to make these highlights even more en-
joyable, as well as small changes that may make the near-misses into home runs. Terri
Satterlee has successfully run CVDA for the last eight years with amazing ability and
foresight. We must thank her both for running an outwardly vibrant organization and for
achieving both incorporation and non-profit status behind the scene. | am both honored
and humbled by being chosen as the new President of this thriving organization.

CVDA has had a wonderful year overall, and we celebrated our three schooling shows,
our final Kathy Mann clinic, our educational offerings and clinics at our Annual Dinner
this Fall. In spite of the economy, we are in good shape financially and are able to dedi-
cate the proceeds of our Silent Auction to the GMHA Recovery Fund this year. We want
to thank all the participants in the Silent Auction, especially Janet Spangler, for their hard
work and enthusiastic bidding which raised $4,000 for GMHA! A special thank-you also
goes to Paula Wehde for creating our year-end video, which always elicits laughs and
fond memories.

Although the dinner, held in the elegant atmosphere of the Quechee Club, was attended
by 80 of our members,itwasdi sappointing that more of

take advantage of this evening event to spend time with friends without feeling that our
horses are our first priority. For one night of the year, it is fun to dress up a bit and re-
mind ourselves and our acquaintances what we look like without our helmets. | am al-
ways disheartened when people say they will only attend if they are to receive an award.
We should enjoy each otherdéds company and

This year, our Annual Dinner cost CVDA more than we charged per person ($35).
Therefore, we are faced with a dil emma
continue to meet at the Quechee Club, which is relatively centrally located and a lovely
and spacious venue for both the dinner and the auction, or do we search for another
location which would allow us to keep the cost per person at $35 or perhaps, below?

We value your feedback and thoughts. The CVDA Board would like to make the dinner
accessible and enjoyable for all members. Would you attend the dinner at the same or
lower price? Do you prefer the current venue, or do you choose not to attend for other
reasons? Would a $50 per person cost be discouraging to the majority of attendees?
Please send your input to me via email at mspirol@aol.com, and | will report to the
Board at our January meeting.

Happy Holidays and All the Best for 2012! M ary

CVDA Dates:
May 5 Critique Day

May 6 Spring Schooling
Show

June 12-13 Adult Dressage
Camp

Aug. 4 Summer Schooling
Show

Sept. 23 Fall Schooling
Show
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Dressage Show
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Joe Forest Clinic at Greylock Farm, Brownsville, Vermont

Sunday, October 23
Submitted by Lindsey Quinn

little draft cross

beauti ful Greylock Farm
with Joe Forest. Like most horse crazy kids who grew up
in the Upper Valley, | had ridden with Joe when | was
young; and | was excited to be riding with him again after
all these years. Greylock Farm is an ideal setting for a
clinic with plenty of room for cars and trailers (thank you to
Sue for keeping an eye on the parking all day long!) and a
fabulous indoor with super footing. Organizing your farm
for a clinic is no easy feat, and Sue went above and be-
yond to make everyone comfortable!

For my last outing of the year, | packed up my new

All of the riders were divided into groups of three, and les-
sons lasted for an hour and fifteen minutes each. Joe
started each session with a similar warm-up, stressing that
no matter the age or what you are working on with your
horse, they must move respectfully off your leg. With
some of the younger horses, he demonstrated how to start
this work on the ground by lightly tapping the horse with a
whip where your leg would be. He also had all of the hors-
es work on lengthening and shortening stride in their warm
-up to make sure they are also listening to your seat.

Sally Stetson on Midnite Tango

Once everyone was comfortable and warmed up, we start-
ed with poles and then went on to raised cavalletti. In my
group, all three of the horses were green so we started
slowly. Joe made it very clear that the horse must be re-

| axed and comfortable with
just runs scared through
do them any good. 0 He had

an easy course of raised cavalletti that made a large X
across both diagonals. Each group used almost the exact
same pattern. With my group of green horses, the tone of
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ing and shortening stride and had them make their horses
wait between poles at the
focus on the hind end coming forward and to let the caval-

l et ti |l ighten the forehand.

Beth Hackett and Final Frontier receive instruction from Joe Forest.

I was lucky enough to watch most of the other groups, and
the change in the horses was just incredible. Not only did
the horses really seem to love the work, but you could see
each horse start to shift their weight to their hind end. For
my hor se, which didnot hav
under saddle, we started out the session running into the
canter and praying for the correct lead. By the end of our
session we had a light uphill canter depart on the correct
lead first try! With each horse, Joe was beyond patient
with things that were difficult for them and always stressed
that letting the horse figure out the answer is better than
forcing a solution.

I want to thank CVDA for the opportunity to ride in this
very unique clinic. A huge thank you goes out to Sue Ber-
rill for opening her farm and sharing her working student,
Ariel, with us. (Ariel gladly jumped on any of the horses
that were feeling a little too happy with the fun work and
crisp weather to make sure everyone had a safe ride!).
tLasty, theak Yoy to Joe derastsfer sharing his wisdomh
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SPOTLIGHT ON MEMBERSHIP

Nora Batchelder, River House Farm, Piermont, NH

Submitted by Lisa Geovjian

Lisa: Our dressage community has seen your re-
cent successes on Farleight and Bretone, both in

Florida last winter and here at NEDA and GMHA.
But , just i ke in the

your "overnight success" has been based on

many years of hard work and growing up in a
family that is all about dressage. Tell us about
your past.

Nora: | have been riding for as long as | can remem-
ber. My first pony was a tiny rascal of a Shetland po-
ny that loved to buck me off and lived to the ripe old
age of 43. After Sammy, the Shetland, | had a few
lovely ponies (Cherub, Paint Brush, and Little Flow-
er) that were just good all-around mounts that |
jumped, rode bareback, and had fun with, tearing
around the woods playing warrior princess, building
tepees, and shooting make-shift bow and arrows.
After these great friends, in grade school, | moved
onto two fabulous ponies, named Cassie and Jenny.
These two ponies were my first real competition part-
ners. | took them to events, hunter shows, and
schooling dressage shows. My mom, Jeanie Hahn,
was my coach, trainer, and chauffeur for all of this.
She let me sit on her FEI dressage horses, Future
and Maronjo, once in a while to feel the upper level
dressage movements, and | started getting interest-
ed in upper-level dressage. Cassie was a very well-
trained hunter pony with beautiful flying changes, so |
would take her out in the field and play around, doing
tempi changes.

In late middle-school, | moved up to my first horses.
Mairin, a TB/Morgan by Epic Winn, was a hot ticket
with some serious training issues, but my mom said
if | could learn to ride Mairin, then | would be able to
ride anything. Mairin and | managed to work things
out and competed successfully through Training Lev-
el eventing, even finishing 4™ at the regional training
championships. | also competed Gleucksfee, a spicy
Hanoverian mare, through Preliminary eventing. |
took jumping lessons from Denny Emerson and prac-
ticed teaching my mares the lateral work and chang-
es | had seen my parents schooling on their horses.
In eighth grade, | got my first real dressage horse,
Weide, a coming five-year-old Weltmeyer/Werther
mare from the Verden Auktion in Germany. Weide

was the first horse | ever showed in a recognized
dressage show. We started out at First Level and
went all the way through Grand Prix, learning togeth-

moew asewe ,went fiom my paeests asnwgll as Pant

Goodrich. Weide helped me earn my USDF Bronze,
Silver, and Gold Medals. While | was focusing on
training Weide, | got another mare, named Rue
Facile, my senior year of high school.

When | went to college, | had to make some tough
choices about my riding. | chose to focus on dres-
sage and sold my event horses. Rue and | repre-
sented Region 8 at the NAYRC my freshman year of
college. Rue and | participated in Young Riders just
that one year, as | chose to focus on training and
moving her and Weide up to Intermediare and on to
Grand Prix. | took a bit longer than most to get
through college, as | took time off to ride and show.
During college, | moved on to two new horses, which
| rode with Chris Hickey some, when he was in the
Ambherst area, and also rode in several clinics with
Roel Theunissen. One of these two was Amanta, a
five-year-old mare by Alabaster. Amanta and | quali-
fied for the Markel 5- and 6-year-old championships
and went on to compete with much success through
Intermediare 1. The other horse was the stallion,
Bretone, a nine-year-old by Brentano II, the sire of
the famous Brentina. Bretone, affectionately known
as Tony, was working about third level when River

Nora and Bretone at River House South, schooling piaffe.
(Continued on pags)
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(Continued from pagé)
House bought him; and he progressed rapidly to
PSG/I-1 and then to GP.

Tony and | have qualified for and competed in the
Brentina Cup at the Gladstone Festival of Champi-
ons three times and have been the Adequan All-
Breeds Hanoverian Grand Prix Freestyle Champions
for four years in a row (2008-2011). In 2009, Tony
and | were 6" in the Adequan/USDF national rank-
ings for the Grand Prix Freestyle, with scores to over
80%. After college, | sold Amanta and bought Far-
leight, an eight-year-old gelding by Friendship out of
a Lemon Tree mare. Farleight and | qualified for the
2010 National Developing Horse Championships and
were alternates in 2011. Farleight is currently ranked
9" in the 2011 Adequan/USDF national rankings for
Intermediare 1, and would be the All-Breeds Hanove-
rian Champion if | had managed to get his papers on
file in time (ugh). He is also the 2011 NEDA Open I-1
Champion (on the preliminary list). | am just starting
to set my sights on international competition, but |
have big goals with Farleight, Tony, and my other
horses in the coming years. | have my long-time
coaches, my parents, and my new coach, Kathy
Connelly, to help me get there.

Nora and Farleight competing at GMHA (Photo: Reflections of Killing-
ton).

Lisa: Who do you currently train with?

Nora:l am currently training with Kathy Connelly. |
have attended several of her clinics in the area.
Once a month this summer, | have been trucking two
horses down to Elysium Farm, in Harvard, MA, to
ride with Kathy for three-day stints. But, of course,
my parents are stild]l my

er they can squeak a few minutes out of their busy
schedules.

Lisa: In a couple of paragraphs, outline your typi-
cal day at River House.

Nora: | am not much of a morning person, so | avoid
morning chores and try to stick with the afternoon
and night chore shifts when possible. | need as
much beauty sleep as | can get! | start the day off
riding horses. For most of this summer, | had ten
horses to ride, but currently | have only seven. | try
to get all of the FEI horses ridden in the morning be-

~— e
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Nora and Bahai (7y.o. Baroncelli/Rotspon mare) schooling at River
House South.

fore lunch. Ri ght now

(sixteen y.o. Grand Prix Stallion), Farleight (my per-
sonal horse i nine y.o. showing PSG and I-1, school-
ing GP), Wilde Card (tec
but | have been showing him lately. He is eight y.o.
showing PSG, schooling Intermediare and GP) and
Bahai (seven y.o. mare schooling PSG and I-1 and
starting some GP movements). | do all of the groom-
ing, tacking, and cooling out for myself, so each
horse takes a while. After lunch, when the rings tend
to be less busy, | work the young horses i currently
that is two three-year-olds and a four-year-old. All of
the horses typically work six days per week, although
some days are just field
lot of teaching in the past, but | am doing more of
that now. So, some days | will teach a lesson and/or

on t he
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(Continued from pagB)
ride a horse that has trucked-in after | am done riding
later in the afternoon.

When all of the riding is done, we start afternoon/
evening chores, usually around 5 PM. 1 do the feed-
ing and help with the turnout, stall picking, and
sweeping. When the horses are all set, there are
always polo wraps to be rolled and bridles to be
cleaned. After chores and before dinner, | usually
head inside to spend some time doing computer
work. | am in charge of keeping the farm website
(www.rhhanoverians.com) up to date. | also do a lot
of the advertising of sales horses and | do all of the
video editing and posting of sales videos on youtube.
And there are always
many emails to be an-
swered! After some time
at the computer and
dinner, | usually chill out
watching TV or a movie.
Then, it 0s B
the barn for late night s
feeding and off to bed, |
hopefully, by 11 PM!

Every day is a bit differ- ... &£ ¥
ent, and at a breeding/
training/sales barn,
there are always many |
things to be done.

Some days we have tof

tease broodmares and Noraand Bahai, HITS/Ocala (Photo: ESI Photography).

breed the stallions, or work with the foals (teaching
them to lead and pick up their feet), or be on foaling
watch at ni ght. Webr e
from field to field to follow the grass, putting in hay,
taking videos, moving jumps in and out for free jump-
ing or jumping under saddle, showing sales horses
or packing for/traveling to/competing at shows.

Lisa: What is your favorite part of being a dres-
sage professional --training, teaching, riding or
competing?

Nora: | enjoy all of these aspects of the business,
but | would have to say that my favorite is training
followed closely by competing. | really love training
horses of all ages and levels, from three to Grand
Prix. Even though there are standard movements in

dressage, every horse is different and | like the crea-
tivity that allows. Figuring out how each horse learns
best, diagnosing their weaknesses, and coming up
with exercises to teach and strengthen them is very
rewarding, especially when they start to understand
and enjoy performing what is asked of them. Com-
petition is fun, because
show off all that you and your horse have been work-
ing hard to accomplish. And the change of scenery
and routine that accompanies showing is always
something to look forward to as well.

Lisa: Your family operates out of River House
South (near Ocala, Florida) during the winter.
How is your life different in Florida?

Nora: There are many things that are different about
life in Florida. My big-
gest dread about return-
ing to Florida every year
i s the
much bigger in FL! But,
there are MANY up-
sides to living in the
Ocala area. The sun-
|sets are spectacular,
“land it doe
| how much it rains, there
s never any mud. We
have a brick ranch
house in FL, and there
s something to be said
i for one story living T i.e.
no lugging fat little Cor-
| gis up the stairs. The
A trees on our lawn bear

oranges, grapefruits,
kumquats, loquats, tangelos, and persimmons rather
than bushels of apples 7 so, more vitamin C.

OWd CRa V@ VdiNPe di% "M bMet5°
have <calves every year,
with them and name them. There is greater popula-
tion density around Williston, FL, as compared to
Piermont, NH, which makes for much better shop-
ping in Florida, especially when it comes to tack and
grocery stores, and much faster internet.

As far as equine matters go, we have fewer horses
on the property in FL, as most of the young horses
stay up in NH during the winter. We typically get to
do even more showing wh
Central Florida really is horse country, which means

(Continued on pag@é)

spid

er

(2]

e

t

ow


http://www.rhhanoverians.com/

(Continued from pagé)

that there are many more close, inexpensive shows
than in New England. | spend a lot more time on the
tractor in FL i usually moving round bales, raking the
ring, and fixing fences. There are generally more
people around on the FL farm, as clients and friends
often come to stay with us. Which means we have
more parties! And ther el
the best pizza ever i at said parties!

Lisa: Have you always known that you wanted a
career with horses? Did you pursue a different
educational goal at any point?

Nora: | always thought | would continue riding
throughout my life, but not necessarily in a profes-
sional capacity. | proceeded through high school
and attended Amherst College with a career outside
of horses in mind. | graduated summa cum laude in
Chemistry and also majored in Art and the History
Art. After graduating in 2009, | pursued a career in
medicine T interviewing at a dozen medical schools
along the east coast. However, despite numerous
shadowing and volunteer

until the middle of the interview process that | could
never be as happy in a fluorescently lit hospital build-
ing as | could be surrounded by the sweet aromas of
hay, shavings, and horses. So, | abandoned the
M.D. mission in 2010 and really began focusing on
how | could make it as a horse professional i doing

what | love.

Lisa: What do you like to do when you aren't in
the barn or on a horse?

Nora: We have had Pembroke Welsh Corgis for as
long as | can remember, and | absolutely adore

ithem. UA® tHe@rhoment, eNheve thied) umiiDapd

per, and Besser, and | love to spend time grooming,
feeding, and playing with them. Outside of riding, |
have always been into playing sports. My favorites
are tenni s, gol f and
seem to find much time to read, but | enjoy listening
to audiobooks while driving to and from various
horse shows, clinics, and states i | love books by
Dick Francis and other mystery novels. (I currently
have a James Patterson audiobook in my truck.) |
very much enjoy doing anything artistic, especially
drawing, painting, sculpting, and printmaking, but
alas since | graduated from college there usually are

not enough hours in the day. | also love going to the
EXRNissf | ences, it didndot hi

Lisa: What can you tell us about yourself that
would surprise us?

Nora: | love shoes! | have over 70 pairs! x

b a

S
ske
t m



Disorders of the Foot and Lower Leg

by Wayne Albert, Farrier
with Lisa Geovijian, DVM

e all know someone whose horse, or

in fact their whole barnful of horses,

has been afflicted with White Line
Disease. What exactly is it?
White Line Disease is the term used to describe a
destructive process on the sole of the hoof, where
the keratin of the hoof wall is eaten away by bacteria
or fungus where the hoof wall meets the sole. The
infectious agent works its way up towards the coro-
nary band and if left unchecked, will eventually lead
to a separation of the wall from the sole, allowing the
coffin bone (third phalanx) to rotate. The worst case
sequella is laminitis and finally mechanical founder.
This does not happen overnight, however. It has al-
so been called seedy toe (when the afflicted area
begins at the toe), yeast infection, or Candida.

Do you think this disease is on the rise in our ar-
ea? And Why? | definitely
of it in the last few years. There are multiple factors
that contribute to allowing or inviting the infection to
enter a horsebs foot,
t hat moi sture plays a
feet are almost always wet, whether it is because
they are standing in the wet early morning grass or
wet, urine soaked stalls. In the case of very well
cared for horses, they might be over bathed. In any
case, when a foot is wet, it expands and the white
line stretches and
pathogens (bacteria or fungus that live in the envi-
ronment) consider this an invitation to invade. How-
ever, there is a school of thought that believes that
WLD is always secondary to something that has
caused the foot to be unbalanced, whether that be
genetic (club foot), improper trimmings, hoof angles
that are too acute or toes that are too long. The
moisture just exacerbates the problem. And finally,
WLD is being seen in very dry, very hot areas as
well, where the foot dries out and cracks.

What does it look like?  Oftentimes, | will be the
first one to notice. In fact, almost every horse | trim
has some degree of WLD, although most are con-
trolled by routine trimming. What | see is a white,
crumbly material at the white line (non-pigmented
junction of hoof and sole). | trim away at it, and in
most cases can easily get above the unhealthy area
and back to the normal tough and fibrous junction. In

f e e lvivd. i Some éxgPextse belewe ehat thiso meehanical
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some cases, however, the cavity extends upward
and beyond where | can reach in a normal trim. |
might also see a black drainage, or notice tender-
ness to the hoof tester, heat in the hoof, a flattening
of the sole or a dish forming along one side of the
hoof, and the other side showing a bulge where the
foot has been affected.
occur until the damage is quite advanced and the
coffin bone has begun to detach and rotate.

How is it treated? If the infection has risen too high
to cut out in a normal trim, examination by your vet-
erinarian and x-rays to determine whether or not the
coffin bone is involved may be necessary. For my
part, | notch out the wall to an area up above the dis-
eased portion, so that the area can dry out and Kkill
the pathogens, which ar
means they must be sheltered from oxygen to sur-

treatment, which sometimes is quite dramatic, is
enough and medicine is not required. | have found
5 @/ 5a0g rn

nute soak (tied off in a bag, so that the fumes pro-
duced work their way up into the laminae) before ap-
plying a therapeutic shoe. (This treatment also
works well with thrush.) The shoe will need to be
glued on, as the wall will not support nails, and may

n

—pn

A debrided hoof. (Photo: Andres Canovas)

require frog support. In severe cases, it may take 10
months for the wall to regrow, although the horse
wonodt necessarily need t

(Continued on pag®)
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(Continued from pag8)
tire time. Beware, these horses have an increased
tendency for WLD to recur in the future.

s ¥
Debrided hoof with therapeutic shoe. (Photo: Andres Canovas)

What can we do, as horse owners, to protect
against WLD? The obvious. Good nutrition. Dry
bedding. Try to keep the feet dry, even if it means
waiting to turn out till later in the day when the dew is
off the grass. Be sure that neither you nor your farri-
er let the toes get too long. Be extra vigilant if your
horse has sustained a foot injury or has had previous
bouts of laminitis.

How about club feet? Are you seeing this on the
rise as well? Not classic club, which is seen in the
young horse and is either genetic or a result of diet-
related problems. It is defined as a 60% or greater
hoof angle (normal is about 45%) and is caused by
contraction of one or more of the flexor tendons in
the leg. In severe cases, | can glue on a toe exten-
sion to try to stretch
ful, your veterinarian may perform a check ligament
desmotomy.

| do see plenty of horses whose feet are different
sizes or angles, however, and if there is no problem
in the angle of the third phalanx inside the hoof as
determined by x-ray, | leave the foot as is. Because
all horses have a dominant side, they may always
stand with the same foot out in front, causing this
foot to have a low heel and the other to become
short and stumpy. Or, an injury can cause a horse to
avoid using one leg, which results in contracture of
the tendons which can result in a low heel on this
foot and a short, stumpy foot underneath. If the de-
fect is mild and lameness is not involved, | leave the
foot as is and donoét
cause | feel the problem is mostly cosmetic. Howev-
er, because the smaller foot is more concave, the

frog is deeper and smaller so it might be hard to
keep thrush at bay.

If lameness is involved or if the defect is progressive
or severe, this is an acquired club foot and your vet-
erinarian should be consulted for diagnosing, x-
raying (to determine presence or absence of bony
deformity within the hoof) and outlining treatment,
which may involve special shoes or trimming. If left
unresolved, club foot can result in suspensory liga-
ment injuries, contracted heels, side bone, ring bone
or navicular.

Moving up the | eg, do vy
countered more cases of |
feel like | see more persistent cases of scratches in
recent years. | definitely see it more in horses who
live outside, both because they spend more time
standing in wet grass or mud, and because they may
not be as closely monitored.

Discussion:. " Scr atches" (al so
is a dermatitis that occurs on the lower legs of hors-
es. It is usually caused by the fungus Sporotrichum
schenkii, but can also involve bacteria. This fungus,
once introduced, lives in the environment (whether
that be a pasture or a barn or your grooming tools)
indefinitely. It is introduced into the skin through
abrasions, especially in the more delicate unpigment-
ed limbs. It starts as small scabs, but what you may
notice is swelling of the leg, since the scabs may be
very small until they expand and coalesce. This can
progress to a warm, red, thickened pastern or fetlock
area and the skin becomes cracked and even
bloody. Lameness may be present.

t hEeveryore maks ¢heir. favorite scratches tseatresitraiddt

in most cases, if cleansing, drying and treatment of
the affected area is done immediately and daily, the
lesions will clear up. However, if the fungal infection
is complicated by bacteria, especially angry and po-
tent bugs like Pseudomonas species, it may not re-
spond to any of the usual treatments, or even the old
standby oral antibiotic SMZ-TMP. In this case, your
veterinarian may perform a culture and sensitivity to
determine proper antibiotic therapy.

Finally, are there any common shoeing mistakes

that you see in your travels? When | see a new
client, | will sometimes find that shoes are too small
and placed too far forward, indicating a basic misun-
derstanding of the physics of how feet grow and how

wo r rthey shduld bet suppontezl.m| wiork to camecctie,re-

sulting long toe and under-run heel with a bigger, set
(Continued on pag&0)
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(Continued from pag®8)
back shoe, thereby creating maximum ground sur-
face support of the foot.

Wayne Albert is a local farrier who attended Oklaho-
ma Horse School in Oklahoma City in 1992 and ap-
prenticed in several places afterwards, including two

years at Hilltop Farm in Colora, Maryland. He lives
in Pawlet, Vermont with his wife and two children.

Portions of this article were prepared with assistance

from Stephen E. O06Gr ady,
narian and farrier who \
Di sease: An Updateo for
nal.

Andres Canovas is a Master Farrier specializing in
Sports Horses, with a particular interest in the PRE.
His international clients include members of the
Spanish Dressage Team. He works closely with rid-
ers and vets and can be contacted for consultancy
and clinics through his website
Awww. canovasferrador. com

NI Ot
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Horse & Barn Tips from

Our Membership

Tip #1: After purchasing a new saddle, | was
prepared to do anything necessary to keep the
leather healthy and beautiful. The simple in-
structions from the saddler were "dust it daily"
and condition it only when needed, maybe eve-
ry other week or so. I've found two products
which | love. The first is a fluffy soft white
square of fleece that | found at the Rutland dol-
lar store (the price was right) and keep with
my grooming supplies so | can swipe the sad-
dle after every ride. The second, used daily to
clean my bridle and boots, is Horseman's One
Step. In warmer weather, it stays soft, non -

B

Tip #2: Take blankets and saddle pads that are too dirty for a washer to the car wash.

greasy and easy touse. @ Lisa Geovjian

mat clips or over your truck's tailgate and blast them clean. & Anonymous

Tip #3: Adding whole cloves to stored blankets helps to keep out moths and silverfish.

{ z

Photos make them even better!)

Hang them from the

& Anonymous

(Note to Members : Please share your barn, riding, training or horsemanship
tips with us. Email Lisa at quincymsu@gmail.com with any favorite ideas.
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Behind The Scenes

submitted by Anne Tracy

el f as an fAunsung herfan Sikcé he twasea faaierghe tookzirare-habsnto

ey, while all the rest of you school, groom, reclaim physically and mentally. Consequently, | got
braid, trailer and show your horses, or coach, judge, to ride a wide variety of horses which, in retrospect,
score and work with sulky computers, all | have to were quite unsuitable for the timid child that | was
do is show up and sit at ringside doing two of my fa- back then. In fact, two of my first schoolmasters
vorite thingsd take photos of horses and write up were a TB stallion off the track, very tall and very
what | see and hear. Nothing heroic about that! kind, and a TB mare, also an ex-racer, who gave me
True, it gets a bit more difficult as | get aged and ar- my first taste of piaffe and passaged | 6 d f as
thritic yet still have a powerful curb chain too tight! My non-
urge to ride certain horses. horsey mot her
These days, sitting and watch as | cantered 17H Silk
watching as many rides as | up the fieldd but dared not
canis as fun as it gets. watch, either! My first horse
was a Morgan/French Coach
mare, Sytkee, bought from Do-
ris Eddy and boarded at Mr.
El dends. I w
have Allen Elden and Edward
Wulff as teachers and never
" Yrealized that riding was any-
“|thing but dressage. At col-
lege, | spent three days a
week at school and four days
Jworking and riding at Eddy

Sme CVDA folks invited me to write aboutmy- | i ved i n the city and | ¢

The first CVDA show | have
recorded in my photo nega-
tives notebook was 1979.
(Yes, | keep all my negatives
forever; | still get calls for back
numbers and occasionally
someone wants what | consid-
er a photographic flop!) |
have sat at nearly every
CVDA and GMHA dressagef
show, trying not to scare hors- |
es but to capture their images.
|l 6ve never cl ag
rific  photographer, just a
steady recorder of who is and

&8 rode with others. | was
~| spoiled from the start with well

bred TfAhorses

iy proper horsemanship and

who was. One rider asked 4 snobbily never learned to ap-

me to take a couple of films Y5 ; ; ! == preciate  western saddles,

worth of pictures of her and Quarter Horses and bareback

her horse, which | did. She sat stiff as a poker but fun in the fields.

her Morgan moved well and was a good photograph-

ic subject. | was pleased with the results but she When I graduated from college, | was offered the TB

was not . She | ooked at ahughteZa® mygirstitwotmentoes witb haddéed sold |

dondt Il ook | i ke that on aashyearlngdndhunted and shownmmtinthe age ofc
print order. But mostly it has been a joyd still is0 16 by a teenager in New York. | moved to the an-
and even if | never photograph and write up another cestral 200-year-old farm in Cornish, New Hampshire
dressage show or send out contacts or sample prints to provide her with a home. My father and mother
to riders, I 6d still wa n movedaup later. lggbt ine Bdrder Collek and theh
horses and riders. 0 hddigi- hshgeme o &ees theyn happyt atichthea doats when |
tal camera or computer or cell phoned just me and developed milk intolerance. And then | bred the
my camera and my pen and paper. mar e, Vi xen, to Doris E
was given a couple of TB maresd all of my horses
| got hooked on horses as a four or five year old have been gifts or cheap rejects. Tessalita had a
when milk was still delivered by horse and wagon. knee the size of a cannon ball but had lovely eyes.
The mil kman al ways set melnfach theoontstaMding chardcteristic af @lkof nay reqt
let me ride him to the end of our dead end street. | (Continued on pag#?)

€ n e
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(Continued from pag#1)

uines has been nice eyes. | bred and raised seven
foal s, al | aest het i c avindowy
horses, 0 but mo st of t h
needed and went to braver riders than | ever was. In
the meantime, | was given an elderly jenny to keep
the sheep from being eaten by coyotes, and she kept
my last mare company until both had to be put to
sleep.

Next, Rozo McLaughlin gave me Eve in answer to
my bold ad in the CVDA

mare, well-bred, well-schooled, nice eyes, with some
age and an infirmity or

buddy, so | acquired another young jenny, which sur-
prised me with a foal as a yearling! Not my doing!
Eve took on Josie and woke me in the wee small
hours, galloping and whinnying and proudly guiding
me to the edge of the woods where Josie had foaled.
The baby jenny was a delight, and when she grew
up, I bred bot h mot her
j ack, Larry, who came

long story for another time. Everything tended to
snowball at my farmd sheep, goats, horses, don-
keys, Border Colliesd and | ended up keeping many

f omawbd elwd Imo ngtehts .t o

of the snowballs. And now that age and arthritis
have limited my physical activities, | really should cut
doarn an anfy ardimal pogulaters However, d aaven

e
Eve is pushing up daisies and | hate being horseless;
I canoét b r e a kdaughter-grahdelaughtert
trio of donkeys; and keeping a few (10) ewes and (6)
does keeps me active and motivated to get up in the
morning in response to the donkey alarm clock bray.
That would be active at a slow crawl.

nevesl et tt draé 050 Wa nmtheod ,e d ioft
probably cared about knowing. None of my animal
chitdren exdr weét.orto dmpete ér ahdw ar lmecome
champions of any sort, either with me or new own-
ers. | was always overly fussy about selling babies,
especially t he Border C
homes. For me, success has been the quiet satis-
faction of getting to raise and know my many animals
and to take lots of unremarkable photos of horses.
andd dwehuig het elrbm sstal friehd
P @ tbied
well-schooled, unsound mare with nice eyes who will
be patient at the mounting block and look lovely out
in the field. x

t

mower eeanvaores hfoors ek & enminn gl

CVDA Member Helps GMHA
Celebrate 40th Anniversary of
Dressage Days

As part of the celebration of the 40th Anniversary of
GMHAOGs Dressage Days,
ber Ruth Hogan Poulsen rode CVDA member

Kathy Hoisington's horse, Otelo, to a Hoe Down
Musical Freestyle. The freestyle was fun, entertain-
ing and incredibly well done.

h e widht it3 all apout2gBys... INND Realyewhen you

il want thank Kathl ee
Otelo fo the OHoe
test the next day because Otelo only wanted to
passage! | told her no extra points for passage at
first level. Kathie said she didn't care because she
had so much fun passaging around the test! That's

to
r

are having fun, so is your horse. So it doesn't mat-
ter what you do to have fun... ride to music, ride in
a lesson, gallop up the hill... wear a red tutu and
flaming red cowboy boots... take a deep breath and
have FUN!

| also want to

thank  Vermont
Horse  Country
Store (the tack
shop next to

GMHA) for loan-
ing me the ASTM-
approved western

helmet. First
SAFETY, then
FUN!

Thanks gu
0 Ruth
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