
   

CVDA Dates: 
 
June 14-15  Dressage Camp 
 
July 9  Summer Schooling Show 
 
Aug 6  Basics Clinic #2 
 
Aug 27-28  Kathy Mann Clinic 
 
Sept 25  Fall Schooling Show 
 
Oct 23  Cavaletti Clinic 
 
Oct. 28  Annual Dinner & Auc-
tion 

{z 
 

Other Notable Dates: 

 
June 17-19  GMHA Dressage 
Show 
 
July 16  Birch Hill Farm School-
ing Show 
 
July 22-24 GMHA Dressage 
Days 
 
Sept 13-18  NEDA Fall Festival 
 
Oct 1-2  GMHA Dressage Show 
 
Oct 8 Birch Hill Farm Schooling 
Show 

CVDA, Inc. is a USDF Group Member Organization                                                      

 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 
 

Spring is finally here and CVDA has been in full swing this month.  Critique Day and 
the Spring Schooling Show went extremely well with many horses having only experi-
enced the outdoors a few times before heading down the centerline.   Thanks to our 
managers Weezie Duda, Rebecca Rice and Amy Gage, and our sponsors Janet Wells 
& Saddle Fitting Services and Lindsey Quinn & the Comfort Canine Salon, the events 
were well organized and welcoming to participants.   Volunteering to scribe at Critique 
Day, I was able to observe participants working hard to make the suggested changes 
and being successful.   What I took from my volunteer experience was pride in how 
each and every participant graciously thanked the clinician for the feedback.  Each and 
every rider expressed sincere gratitude for their learning experience. The clinicians at 
the end of the day told me how wonderful CVDA members are in their true quest to 
learn with an open mind and appreciation for feedback received.   It really reinforced to 
me what CVDA is all about and how wonderful our members are in their quest to be the 
best partner for their horses. 
 
The Jane Hannigan Basics Clinic was quick to follow.  Iôd like to extend our  apprecia-
tion to Sasha Dow and Barbara Goulette for their teamwork as the host and manager 
of this educational event.  Again, CVDA members received very complimentary feed-
back from the clinician on their openness to learning, their ability to make changes in 
their riding and their strength of character.  It was also nice to see many auditors on the 
sidelines taking advantage of our no-fee auditing offer this year. 
 
First Choice Riding Academy will be hosting the Janet Foy Clinic and New Test Pro-
gram.  With the need to cancel the original program scheduled in April due to the 
weather issues, we did not see a way to make the possible dates for rescheduling work 
until CVDA member Heidi Hauri-Gill raised her hand and volunteered to take on the 
event.  Our huge thanks to Heidi, Bob and her First Choice Riding Academy crew for 
their willingness to step in and step up to make this important educational event  hap-
pen.   
  
As you have probably gathered...in my opinion, CVDA members make me very proud 

in their willingness to step up, their willingness to learn and the sportsmanship and 

horsemanship they model at our events.  Thank you, and happy riding to all.  

 

 
      Terri Satterlee, President 

All CVDA members are USDF Group Members 

The Half Halt 
June 2011 Newsletter 
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Critique Day 
May 7, 2011 

Clinicians: Joy Congdon, Leslie de Grandmaison, Katie Rocco 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2011 SPRING SHOW HIGH SCORE AWARD RECIPIENTS  

  

¶         Sarah DeGrasse and Cody Rebel Scout with a score of 68% were  the Junior Training 

Level High Score Award recipients  

  

¶         Arne Wolz and Nandalino with a score of 73.103% were  the Junior  First Level High 

Score Award recipients  

  

¶         Ariel Grald and Lyric with a score of  74.40% were the  Senior Training Level High 

Score Award recipients  

  

¶         Jutta Lee and Disney with a score of 74.839% were the Senior First Level High 

Score Award recipients  

  

¶         Lisa Leblanc and Madeline RH with a score of 63.14% were the Second Level and 

Above High Score recipients  

  

¶         Robert Piro and Waterview with a score of 66.52% were the Event Division High 

Score Award recipients.  

   

As you can see there were many well -ridden tests at this show!    Congratulations to all who had 

a solid start to the season.  

  

Many thanks to our event managers - Louise Duda, Rebecca Rice and Amy Gage, and Show Sec-

retary Jean Sangdahl, as well as each and every volunteer that 

made this event such a well -run and pleasant experience for all.  

  

Thanks to our sponsors for their generosity and support:  

  

¶ Janet Wells & Saddle Fitting Services,  High Score Awards  

¶ Lindsey Quinn & The Comfort Canine Salon of Lebanon, NH, 

First Place Prizes  

¶ Sue Berrill/Greylock Farm & Jay McGarry and Trumbull Moun-

tain Tack, Event Division High Score Award and Ribbon.  
  

Show results are posted on the CVDA website  

  

Show photographers:  

¶         Jessica Kwolek Photography  

http://jessicakwolek.com/Jessica_Kwolek_Photography/HOME.html  

¶         Nick Goldsmith Photography  

http://www.nkgphoto.com/  

Janet Wells, Saddlefitter 

http://www.cvda.org/
http://jessicakwolek.com/Jessica_Kwolek_Photography/HOME.html
http://www.nkgphoto.com/
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SPRING SCHOOLING SHOW  
by Anne Tracy 

 

T 
he May CVDA spring schooling show at 
GMHA in South Woodstock, Vermont, is the 
chance to introduce young horses to the wide, 

wide world, show off what the winter's work -- in Flor-
ida, in indoor arenas of New England, in snow-
covered backyards where occasionally the weather 
has proved too much for any progress at all -- has 
produced, and to see if the older horses still have 
what it takes.  Throwing everyone into the wild confu-
sion of warm-ups is a bit like the first day of school 
with the hope that your child won't disgrace you! 
 
Jutta Lee is the magician who takes on many young, 
challenging, and talented local horses in hand and 

makes 
them into 
dressage 
horses.  
She rode 
Rita Beru-
be's Dis-
ney to a 
first-place 
score of 
74.83 in 
First 3 and 
Louise 
Duda's 
Royal 
Tango, 
a 6-
year-old 
Olden-
burg, to 
a first-
place 

score of 
72.16 in First 2.  Disney is a Hanoverian gelding, im-
ported in utero, offspring of Deborah Dean's Lady 
Liberty.  "He has three great gaits with lots of move-
ment in his back, easy to ride, but hard to sit at a trot.  
Royal Tango, though not always easy to stay on, is a 
walking couch compared to Disney!  He's had some 
little issues with his feet, but we're doing half-passes 
and changes at home (Jutta has been working him 
all winter at her Appledore Farm).  He's a very kind 
horse."  Rita plans to ride him at the summer dres-
sage shows at GMHA. 
 

Jutta also rode Royal Tango all winter.  "She's a typi-
cal mare and it's taken her a while to adjust to me.  It 
also takes her time to adjust to things and other hors-

es.  When she's not overly pleased with what I ask 
her to do, she kicks and explodes in no-nonsense 
bucks.  In our first warm-up, she tried very hard to 
get rid of me--and nearly succeeded!  But she was 
very good in the test itself."  Owner Louise Duda 
said, "I'm so glad I'm not on her!"  In their second 
test, Jutta could feel her getting tight--a little low in 
the head and neck and a little tired--from her Wild 
West show--so she cut short the warm-up before her 
First 2 test, scoring a 72.16.  "She's hard to collect 
and get her to carry her own front end--not enough 
uphill carriage--but once she gets over her "attitude" 
she's very talented and capable." 
 
Jutta apprenticed in Germany and spent 25 years as 
a dental technician, teaching and schooling horses 
on the side.  This is her third year here, doing horses 
full time, and she has no regrets giving up teeth for 
dressage. 
 
Jutta's son, Arnie Wolz, age 13, was top level Junior 
at First level on the grey pony, Nandalino, winning I-I 
with 73.10 and placing second to Leslie Merguerian 
on Music Man with a 67.74 in I-3.  Nandalino is a hot 
German pony, not very forgiving of his rider's mis-
takes and certainly not the kind of backyard pony to 
fool around on and ride bareback in the brook.  Jutta 
says Arnie's doing much better than he did last year--
when he was also top Junior.  "They made a mistake 
in the broken 
line counter 
canter, but he 
corrected it like 
a pro and won 
because of the 
good scores on 
other move-
ments."  And 
what's it like to 
have Mother 
as a teacher?  
"Actually pretty 
good," says 
Jutta.  She her-
self has ridden 
Nandalino to 
wins at the Prix 
St. Georges 
level. 
 

"It hasn't been easy; Madeline is talented and athlet-
ic, but she has a mind of her own.  At the CVDA 
show, everything we've been working no came to-
gether," said Lisa Leblanc, very pleased after win-

(Continued on page 5) 
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Arnie Wolz and Nandolino 
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Jutta Lee and Disney 
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ning the high score in Second level test of choice 
and placing third in the same class of 10 entries.  
"Usually, we have show nerves, and though Made-
line is small--15.2 or .3--she makes up for it in per-
sonality with a capital "P."  We call her the barn man-
ager; I've learned a lot about patience and asking, 

not telling, and that there are many ways to go about 
asking her to do things.  She's the first young horse 
I've had and brought along--I've had her since she 
was a weanling.  I got her from Riverhouse--she's out 
of Greta by Maronjo--and Jeanie (Hahn) and Verne 
(Batchelder) have helped all along the line.  She has 
a good steady rhythm when we're both relaxed and 
in harmony.  Collection is her strong point, and we 
have to work on lengthening.  Jeanie and Verne went 
to Florida for the winter, and I worked with Deb Dean 
Smith.  It's great to have a fresh set of ears and 
eyes; certain things just click with a different person's 
perspective.  We've done many CVDA shows, as 
well as Saratoga, and I plan to go to GMHA Fall and 
Dressage at Essex.  This show gives me the hope 
that we can go a lot further."  Lisa has ridden since 
she as 14--"Horse crazy since I could walk!"--and 
took up dressage in the late 90s after several years 
eventing.  She has ridden at Riverhouse on many 
different horses and still makes frequent trips there 
when not working at the Microbiology Lab at Dart-
mouth-Hitchcock and doing things with her family--an 
understanding husband who likes to fish, and an 8-
year-old son. 
 
Top Senior in the Training division was Ariel Grald on 
Lyric with winning scores of 74.40 in Senior Training 
3 and 73.21 in Training 2.  Ariel is primarily an event 
rider from Sue Berrill's Greylock Farm, "brought up" 

at Hitching Post Farm before going to Sue's six years 
ago.  She owns two Irish Sport Horses, one an up-
and-coming young driving prospect only to discover 
he was better at dressage and more willing to jump 
than be driven.  It was his first dressage show, and 
he was scheduled to begin his first event at Hitching 
Post Farm a couple of weeks later.  Ariel has been 
riding Lyric for two years and says he is usually pret-
ty good, with long fluid strides, though a tad small--
Ariel is 6 feet tall and Lyric is only 15.2 or .3.  She 
graduated from UVM last year and has stayed on at 
UVM working in the research lab on a project she 
began before graduation. 
 
Musical kurs are growing in popularity at CVDA 
shows, and watching them is always a crowd pleas-
er.  Cora Lehet and her 8-year-old Quarter Horse 
gelding, My Cup of Tea, topped the three-entry class 
with a smooth First level test.  Admittedly, there 
aren't too many possible movements at First level, 
but Cora and My Cup of Tea kept the attention of 
judge and spectators to score a 65.33.  They also 
placed third in I-e.  Cora rides and boards her horse 
at Heidi Hauri-Gill's First Choice Riding Academy, 
which usually has several girls riding in the CVDA 
and GMHA shows.  "It was the first kur we'd done; I 
chose the music myself and Heidi helped put it to-
gether, incorporating my ideas.  We had fun--I found 
myself grinning during part of test."  Cora got My Cup 
of Tea as a 4-year-old and has focused mainly on 
dressage.  She's ridden at First Choice since she 
was 10 (she's now 18) and has schooled the horse 
herself with help from Heidi.  "I ride with Joy 
Congdon when she comes to give lessons to Heidi, 
and I'll clinic with anyone I can.  We do a lot of hill 
work and trail riding as well as dressage.  He's a 
wonderful horse--gives 100%." 
 
Other entries in the Musical Kur were Nancy 
Mangum and her Morgan gelding Canequin's Local 
Hero, third, and Jutta Lee with Linda Williamsons's 
part draft gelding, Braveheart, second.  In the middle 
of Jutta's test, there was an unfortunate music fail-
ure.  Jutta, as always, stayed patient and calm and 
was quick to find her rhythm once the music re-
turned. 
 
Like Cora Lehet, Sara de Grasse is a student at First 
Choice Riding Academy, where she bought and now 
boards her 9-year-old Paint Quarter Horse gelding, 
Cody Rebel Scout.  Under Heidi's tutelage, the pair 
has worked together for the past three years.  "He's 
very pleasant to ride, and he's come a long way 
since I started with him.  He has a super attitude and 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Lisa Leblanc and Madeline RH 


